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1. Name, address, and telephone number of nominee: Dr. Peter Ingwersen 

Dr. Peter Ingwersen 

Det Informationsvidenskabelige Akademi 

(Royal School of Library and Information Science) 

University of Copenhagen, Denmark 

Docent, Åbo Akademi University, Finland 

Privat: Limhamnsvägen 133A, lgh 1501 

SE 21646 Limhamn – Sweden 

e-mail: peter.ingwersen@hum.ku.dk  

m: +45 2336 1008 

h: +46 40 6111 691 

 

2. Name, address, and telephone number of nominator: Dr. Virginia Ortiz-Repiso 

Dr. Virginia Ortiz-Repiso 

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid  

Departamento de Biblioteconomía y Documentación 

(Library and Information Science Department)  

C/ Madrid 128  

28903 Getafe, Madrid, Spain  

e-mail: virginia@bib.uc3m.es 

m: +34 657341001 

Off.: 34 91 9248661 
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3. Description of the works for which the nominee is recommended 
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4. Biographical information about the nominee 

 

Peter Ingwersen, PhD, D.Ph.h.c.    

Professor Emeritus 

Affiliate Professor, Åbo Akademi University, Finland   September, 2014 

e-mail: clb798@iva.ku.dk;  

http://iva.ku.dk/ansatte/?pure=da/persons/47217 

 

P R O F E S.S I O N A L 

P R O F I L E 

 

Peter Ingwersen, born in 1947, is Professor Emeritus 2010 from University of 

Copenhagen, the Royal School of Library and Information Science (RSLIS),  Denmark, where he 

served as Professor of Information Science from 2001. He is also Affiliate Professor at Abo 

Akademi University, Turku, Finland, from 1997 and held a Research Chair of Excellence at 

University Carlos III, Madrid, Spain November 2011 – July 2012. 

 He became lecturer at RSLIS in 1973, after graduation from the School in the same 

year. Associate Professor at the School 1984. He obtained his Ph.D. degree 1991 from 

Copenhagen Business School, Faculty of Economics, Institute of Informatics and Management 

with a doctoral dissertation on Intermediary Functions in Information Retrieval Interaction. He 

has been awarded by the degree Dr. Ph. Honoris Causa in 2010 by the Information Science 

Faculty of University of Tampere, in 2014 the degree of Dr. Pol. Sc. Honoris Causa by Åbo 

Akademi University, both in Finland, and in 2015 the degree of Dr. Ph. Honoris Causa by the 

University Carlos III Madrid, Spain. 

Until 1982 he lectured on information storage and retrieval, cataloguing and indexing 

theory and carried out research on cognitive aspects of information seeking and retrieval. 1982-

84 he joined the online service staff of the Information Retrieval Service, the European Space 

Agency (ESA-IRS), Frascati, Italy, as ESA Research Fellow. His R&D activities were concerned 

with user-system interface improvements, the development of a new family of online support and 

retrieval tools, like the Zoom/RANK command facility, as well as systems management. 

Back at RSLIS as Associate Professor from 1984, he worked in a new department 

dealing with information resource management and design of specialized information services 

and systems for industry and institutions. As the driving force behind the curriculum development 

of the M.Sc. program in Library and Information Science at RSLIS he was appointed head of this 

program 1990-93. From July 1993 he became Head of the Department of Information Retrieval 

Theory, in 1999 merged with the Department of Information Studies. Simultaneously, he was 

senior researcher at the Centre for Informetric Studies (CIS), RSLIS, 1996-2000. From January 

2001 he became Research Professor, and was called as Full professor, specializing in Information 

Seeking, Interactive Information Retrieval, and Informetrics/Webometrics. Retired from RSLIS 

in August 2010 as Professor Emeritus.  

As expert consultant he has served in the 1990s in several ESPRIT projects on the 

design of knowledge-based IR interfaces and systems, and participated in the development of the 

information system of the Danish Parliament. Professor Ingwersen served as EU reviewer on 

http://iva.ku.dk/ansatte/?pure=da/persons/47217
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ESPRIT and Basic Research (LTR) projects (SIMPR; FERMI), and he participated in the three-

year ESPRIT Long Term Research consortium (MIRA) developing evaluation methods for 

interactive multi-media retrieval, sponsored by the EU Commission. 

He served as Visiting professor during the Spring-term 1987 at Rutgers University, NJ, 

USA, invited by the School of Communication, Information and Library Studies. He has been 

Visiting Scholar at Keio University, Tokyo, Japan, 1996 and at University of Pretoria, Republic 

of South Africa, 1997, one month respectively. In 1999-2002 he served as Visiting Professor at 

the Department of Information Studies, Tampere University, Finland, sponsored by the Nordic 

Research Academy (Norfa), now named NORDFORSK. He was invited as Visiting Scholar by 

Shanghai Library and China Academy of Science, the Documentation and Information Center, 

Shanghai in August, 2003 – and again in 2008. He is member of the Advisory Board of the 

International Collaborative Academy of Library and Information Science (ICALIS), Wuhan 

University, from 2008.  

Since 1980 his lines of research focus on three themes: Interactive Information 

Retrieval (IIR); Information Science theory; Scientometrics and Webometrics. IIR is his main 

line of research throughout his career. It concerns studies of the relationships between the searcher 

of information in context of organizational, social and cultural factors and information (retrieval) 

systems such as libraries, scientific databases and lately web-based search engines, like Google. 

The research is based on cognitive approaches to information transfer, interaction and use, 

including interface issues, and he has developed task-based theories for IIR as well as empirical 

studies of scientific users’ search characteristics, interaction and relevance behavior. Together 

with Professor Kalervo Järvelin, Tampere University, Finland, he has developed an 

internationally recognized research framework, including research design examples, for 

interactive IR and information seeking studies.  

With respect to Information Science theory his main focus has been on development of 

understanding the concepts of ‘information’ and ‘relevance’ seen from a user’s cognitive 

perspectives. These analyses bridges over to IIR. In his view Information Science theory also 

leads to a broader understanding of scientific communication patterns and thus to the third line of 

research on Scientometrics and Webometrics. This theme deals with the quantitative study of 

scientific information transfer, e.g. by means of publication patterns, citation analysis or 

download capture (Scientometrics), or the quantitative  study of link structures, impact and graphs 

on the Web (Webometrics).  

Since the mid-1990s his research has concentrated on evaluation of academic research 

output, by means of scientometric (or bibliometric) analyses of scientific publications, journals 

and web structures. He is in particular known as the instigator of ‘Webometrics’ in 1996, 

signifying the quantitative studies of the WWW (together with the late Thomas Almind) and for 

investigating the properties of the so-called Web Impact Factor. He has conducted a range of 

research evaluation studies of various scientific fields as well as countries, most lately impact 

analyses on Renewable Energy research in EU, Spain and Germany. His is currently engaged in 

the SAPIENS Project concerned with citation impact and altmetric studies of sustainable energy 

research in collaboration with University Carlos 3, Madrid, and analyses of the effect of national 

research assessment systems on research publishing patterns and international citation impact 

(Denmark).  

Among his published works are several research monographs on information retrieval 

interaction and research evaluation, as well as more than 170 peer reviewed journal, conference 

and book articles on information science, curriculum development, information systems design, 

informetrics, including research evaluation, Scientometric and Webometric analyses, and, in 

particular, on integrated cognitive approaches to interactive IR theory. He has contributed articles 
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on information science and retrieval to the Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science, 

USA, 1995 and 2010 and the International Encyclopedia of Communication, USA, 2010 and 

2013. His first monograph, Information Retrieval Interaction, 1992, has sold more than 2000 

copies worldwide and is also published in Japanese translation, 1995, as well as in Korean, 1998 

and Persian, 2010. It is available free on the web from 2002, and has been visited almost 20,000 

times and cited more than 300 times (Web of Science). 

Together with Academy Professor Kalervo Järvelin, Tampere University, Finland, he 

published in 2005 by Springer his most recent research monograph: The Turn: Integration of 

Information Seeking and Retrieval in Context, which has been translated into Chinese by ISTIC, 

Beijing, 2007 and Japanese by Maruzen Publishers, 2008. This is cited almost 300 times (Web of 

Science) 

He has been Chair or member of four international university departmental research 

assessment committees in Republic of South Africa (1996), Spain (2005) and University of 

Tampere, Department of Information Studies, Finland (2008). Most recently he participated as 

panel member at the departmental and centre evaluation  of CWTS, Leiden University, The 

Netherlands, 2008. Member of the evaluation panel of candidates for the Spanish CONEX 

programme, University Carlos 3, Madrid, 2014. Since 1993 he has been member of 19 

professorial evaluation committees and official external examiner at 22 doctoral dissertations 

worldwide.  

Since 2000 professor Ingwersen has supervised 10 doctoral theses on interactive IR, 

Citation-based IR, Webometrics and Small World phenomena, Thesaurus design & use, 

Collaborative information seeking and Informetric methods applied to thesaurus design as well 

as on Museum taxonomies for cultural heritage. He has supervised long-term visiting Chinese, 

Japanese, Spanish and UK post-doctoral and doctoral researchers and visiting professors. From 

1998 he has organized several one and two-week international doctoral research courses, on 

Information Seeking and Retrieval (ISR) and Informetrics, sponsored by the Nordic Academy of 

Research (NORFA, presently NORDFORSK), and has participated in several Nordic and EU 

sponsored PhD courses and summer schools (e.g. ESSIR from 1999).  

He was member of the Standing Executive Committees of the NORFA-sponsored 

research network for Information Studies: NORDISNet 1998-2002 with 1.5 Mill. NOK, the 

ensuing Nordic research school, NORSLIS, 2004-2008, sponsored by NordForsk with 1 Mill 

NOK/year, and the South African research educational network sponsored by DANIDA 1998-

2000 with 2.6 Mill. DKK.  

Since 1989 he is member of the ACM-SIGIR international Program Committee, and 

served as its EU Program Chair 1995 and 2000. As Conference Chairman he organized the 15th 

ACM-SIGIR Conference on R&D in Information Retrieval, held in Copenhagen, June 1992, and 

co-chaired the CoLIS 2-4 Conferences on Conceptions of Library and Information Science, held 

in Copenhagen, 1996, Dubrovnik, Croatia, 1999, and Seattle, USA, 2002. He instigated the 

Information Interaction in Context (IIiX) symposium series 2006-2014, which is merged from 

2016 with the HCI symposiums into the international ACM/SIGIR Conference on Human 

Interaction and Information Retrieval (CHIIR). He is member of its Steering Committee2016-

2017. Co-Chair of the 2013 ICTIR Conference on IR theory in Copenhagen. He was member of 

the editorial board of Journal of Documentation 1990-2001, and is currently board member of the 

Journal of American Society of Information Science and Technology (JASIST), Scientometrics, 

Journal of Informetrics, Information Processing & Management, Chinese Journal of Science & 

Technology Information, South African Journal of Library and Information Science, and the 

electronic journal Cybermetrics. He has served the Association for Information Science & 



9 
 

Technology (ASIS&T) as member 2010-2011 and Chair of the selection Committee for the 

ASIS&T Research Award 2012-2013. 

Professor Ingwersen has received several awards and a research medal. He received the 

Jason Farradane Award, 1993 from the Institute of Information Scientists, UK. In 1994 he 

received the American Society for Information Science/New Jersey Distinguished Lectureship 

Award. The Association for Science Studies, Berlin, made him Honorary Member in 2001 and in 

2003 he received the distinguished American Society for Information Science & Technology 

(ASIS&T) Research Award, for his work on the cognitive approach to Information Retrieval. In 

2005 he was honored by the Thomson Award of excellence in Denmark, being the most highly 

internationally cited Danish researcher in the social sciences. That same year he received the 

prestigious Derek De Solla Price Award, selected by the international peers in Scientometrics and 

Informetrics. In 2007 ASIS&T awarded him the Outstanding Information Science Teacher 

Award. In 2009 the Los Angeles Chapter of ASIS&T awarded him with the Contributions to 

Information Science and Technology Award (CISTA). In 2015 he was honored by the UK e-

information Group, receiving the Tony Kent Strix Award in recognition of his major and sustained 

contributions to the field of information retrieval. Among his invited lectures and key-notes 

worldwide are the Anne V. Marinelli Lecture Series, Texas Woman's University, 1992 as well as 

the Lazarow Memorial Lecture twice: 1) The Information School, University of Washington, 

Seattle, 2002, and 2) University of Tennessee, 2009, sponsored by Thomson Reuters and the 

Eugene Garfield Foundation. He has given keynotes at several conferences, most recently at the 

Information Interaction in Context Symposium (IIiX), 2012, Nijmegen, The Netherlands.  

He understands, speaks and writes fluently: Danish; English; – and speaks: Italian; 

French 

 

Peter Ingwersen 

Professor Emeritus 

 

Selected publications 1982-2016 – only peer reviewed articles and 

monographs 

Monographs: 

Information Retrieval Interaction. Peter Ingwersen. London: Taylor Graham, 1992 (0-947568-

54-9) x, 246 p. 

The International Visibility of Danish and Scandinavian Research 1988-96: A General 

Overview of Science & Technology and the Social Sciences by Online Publication Analysis. 

Peter Ingwersen. Centre for Informetric Studies, the Royal School of Library and Information 

Science, Copenhagen, 1998. 72p. (ISBN: 87-7415-263-7) (CIS Report 5). 

The Turn: Integration of Information Seeking and Retrieval in Context. Ingwersen, P. and 

Järvelin, K. Dordrecht: Springer, 2005: 460 p. – Translated and published into Chinese (2007) 

and Japanese (2008). 

Scientometric Indicators and Webometrics - and the Polyrepresentation Principle in 

Information Retrieval. Ingwersen, P. Bangalore: Ess Ess Publications, New Delhi, India, 2012. 

100 p. 978-81-7000-657-2 (Sarada Ranganathan Endowment Lectures; 28).  
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Peer reviewed journal articles and central conference proceeding papers indexed by Web of 

Science/Scopus: 

 

Search procedures in the library: analysed from a cognitive point of view. Journal of 

Documentation, Vol. 38, no. 3, 1982, p. 165-191.  

A cognitive view of three selected online search facilities. Online Review, Vol. 8, no. 5, 1984 p. 

465-492 (Now: Online & CD-ROM Review) 

Distributed expert-based information systems: an interdisciplinary approach.With N.J. Belkin 

et al. Information Processing and Management, Vol. 23, 5, 1987, p. 395-409.  

Means to improved subject access and representation in modern information retrieval. Peter 

Ingwersen & I. Wormell. Libri, (38), 2, June 1988, pp. 94-119. 

Ranganathan in the perspective of advanced information retrieval.Peter Ingwersen & I. 

Wormell. Libri, (42), 3, 1992, pp. 184-201.  

Information science and management: the framework and prospects underlying the new 

Danish MSc Programme. Journal of Information Science, (20), 3, 1994, p. 197-208. 

An introduction to algorithmic and cognitive approaches for information retrieval. Peter 

Ingwersen and Peter Willett. Libri, vol. 45, 3/4, 1995, pp. 160-177. 

Cognitive perspectives of information retrieval interaction: elements of a cognitive IR theory. 

Peter Ingwersen. Journal of Documentation, 52(1), 1996, p. 3-50. 

Online citation analysis: a methodological approach. Finn Hjortgaard Christensen and Peter 

Ingwersen. Scientometrics, vol.37(1), 1996, pp. 39-62. 

Data set isolation for bibliometric online analyses of research publications: fundamental 

methodological issues. Peter Ingwersen and Finn Hjortgaard Christensen. Journal of American 

Society for Information Science, vol. 48(3) 1997, 205-217. 

The development of a method for the evaluation of interactive information retrieval systems. 

Pia Borlund and Peter Ingwersen. Journal of Documentation, vol. 53(3), 1997, pp. 225-250. 

Informetric analyses on the World Wide Web: methodological approaches to Webometrics. 

Thomas C. Almind & Peter Ingwersen. Journal of Documentation, 1997, 53(4): 404-426.  

The Calculation of Web Impact Factors. Peter Ingwersen. Journal of Documentation, 1998, 

54(2): 236-243. 

Online indicators of Danish Biomedical Publication Behaviour 1988-96: International 

visibility, impact, and co-operation in a Scandinavian and World context. Peter Ingwersen. 

Research Evaluation,8(1), 1999, 39-45.  

Publication behaviour and international impact: Scandinavian clinical and social medicine 

1988-96. Peter Ingwersen and Irene Wormell. Scientometrics, 1999, 46(3), 487-499.  

A user-oriented interface for generalized informetric analysis based on applying advanced 

data modeling techniques. Kalervo Järvelin, Peter Ingwersen & Timo Niemi. Journal of 

Documentation, 2000, 56(3): 250-278. 

Cognitive Information Retrieval. Peter Ingwersen. Annual Review of Information Science & 

Technology (ARIST), vol. 34, 1999. Published for American Society for Information Science and 

Technology (ASIST) by Information Today, Medford, NJ, 2001, 3-52.  
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Dimensions of relevance. Erica Cosijn & Peter Ingwersen. Information Processing & 

Management. 2000, 36, 533-550. 

The international visibility and citation impact of the social sciences in the Scandinavian 
countries: the decay of a myth. Peter Ingwersen.  Scientometrics, 2000, 49(1), 39-61. 

The publication-citation matrix and its derived quantities. P. Ingwersen, B. Larsen, R. 

Rousseau and J. Russell. Chinese Science Bulletin, 46(6), March 2001, 524-528. (Also in Chinese 

in Chinese Science Bulletin, 46(8), 2001, 700-704). 

Mapping national research profiles in social science disciplines. P. Ingwersen, Ed. Noyons 

and B. Larsen. Journal of Documentation, 2001, October 57(6), 715-740. 

Visibility and impact of research in Psychiatry for North European countries in EU, US and 
world contexts. Peter Ingwersen. Scientometrics, 2002, 54(1), 131-144.  

Towards a Basic Framework for Webometrics. Björneborn, L. & Ingwersen, P. Journal of 

American Society for Information Science and Technology (JASIST), 2004, 55(14): 1216-1227. 

The polyrepresentation continuum in IR. Larsen, B., Ingwersen, P. & Kekäläinen, J. In: Ruthven, 

I. et al. (eds.), Information Interaction in Context. 2006. ACM Digital Library: 148-162. 

Evaluation of strategic research programs: The case of Danish environmental research 1993-

2002. Peter Ingwersen & Birger Larsen. Research Evaluation, 2007, 16(1): 47-58.  

Inter and intra-document contexts applied in polyrepresentation. Mette Skov, Birger Larsen & 

Peter Ingwersen. Information Processing & Management, 2008, 44: 1673-1683. 

Data Fusion According to the Principle of Polyrepresentation. Peter Ingwersen, Berit Lund & 

Birger Larsen. Journal of American Society for Information Science and Technology (JASIST), 

2009, 60(4): 646-654. 

Towards a data publishing framework for primary biodiversity data: Challenges and 

potentials for the biodiversity informatics community. Vishwas S. Chavan & Peter Ingwersen. 

BMC Bioinformatics, 2009, 10 (Suppl. 14): 52: 11 p.; DOI: 10.1186/1471-2105-10-S14-S2. 

Publication Point Indicators: A Comparative Case Study of two Publication Point Systems and 

Citation Impact in an Interdisciplinary Context. Anita Elleby & Peter Ingwersen. Journal of 

Informetrics, 2010, 4, p. 512-523. 

Educational perceptions of requirements of the information profession in China. Guoqiu Li, 

Fuling Li, Xun Li, Peter Ingwersen. Journal of Information Science, 2010, 36(5), p. 566-584. 

The user in interactive information retrieval evaluation. Ingwersen, P. (2011). In:  Advanced 

Topics in Information Retrieval. Melucci, M. & Baeza-Yates, R. (ed.). New York : Springer 

Publishing Company s. 83-107 (The Information Retrieval Series). 

Indicators for the Data Usage Index (DUI): an incentive for publishing primary biodiversity 

data through global information infrastructure. Ingwersen, P. & Chavan, V. (15-12-2011). 

BMC Bioinformatics. 12 (Suppl 15), S3, s. S3. 

The pragmatics of a diachronic journal impact factor. Peter Ingwersen. Scientometrics, 92(2), 

2012, p. 319-324.  
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Renewable energy research 1995–2009: a case study of wind power research in EU, Spain, 

Germany and Denmark. Sanz-Casado, E. , Garcia- Zorita, J. C. , Serrano-López, A. E. , Larsen, B. 

& Ingwersen, P. 9 aug 2012 (online), Scientometrics, 95(1),2013, p. 197-224. 

Influence of a performance indicator on Danish research production and citation impact 

2000-12. Peter Ingwersen & Birger Larsen. Scientometrics, 2014. Online version: 20 p. DOI 

10.1007/s11192-014-1291-x. 

Production, consumption and research on solar energy: The Spanish and German case. Elias 

Sanz-Casado; Maria Luisa Lascurain-Sánchez; Antonio Eleazar Serrano-Lopez; Birger Larsen; & 

Peter Ingwersen. Renewable Energy, Vol. 68, 2014,  pp. 733-744. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.renene.2014.03.013  

Influence of proceedings papers on citation impact in seven sub-fields of sustainable energy 

research 2005–2011. Ingwersen, Peter; Larsen, Birger; Garcia-Zorita, J. Carlos; Serrano-Lopez, 

Antonio Eleazar; Sanz-Casado, Elias. Scientometrics, Vol. 99, Nr. 2, 12.10.2014, pp. 1273-1292. 

Museum Web search behavior of special interest visitors. Skov, Mette; Ingwersen, Peter. Library 

& Information Science Research, Vol. 36, 20.05.2014, pp. 91-98. 

Selected critical examples of scientometric publication analysis. B i D. Textos Universitaris de 

Biblioteconomia i Documentacio, Vol. 32, 21.06, 2014.  6 p. 

http://bid.ub.edu/en/32/ingwersen3.htm  

Taking scholarly books into account. Current developments in five European countries. 

Gimenez-Toledo, Elea; Manana-Rodrıguez, Jorge; Engels, Tim C. E.; Ingwersen, Peter; Polonen, 

Janne; Sivertsen, Gunnar; Verleysen, Frederik T.; Zuccala, Alesia Ann. In: Scientometrics, online 

15-02-2016, 15 p.; DOI 10.1007/s11192-016-1886-5. 
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http://forskning.ku.dk/find-en-forsker/?pure=da%2Fpublications%2Ftaking-scholarly-books-into-account-current-developments-in-five-european-countries%2851ff8315-d40f-45d8-90fe-a9384b663739%29.html
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